CHAPTER    XXV
The first Days of the War, 19/4-15
No PREPARATIONS for the internment of prisoners of war had been
made, and quarters had at once to be provided for the crews of two
Austrian ships as well as for a number of Germans who were known
to be enemy spies. It fell to my department at Scotland Yard to make
the arrests and provide quarters for those interned.
Olympia was empty at the moment: I arranged with the directors
to hand it over to me, and I ordered the crews to be sent there on
August 6th. On the previous day we had interned a number of promi-
nent Germans there, but we found it necessary to rope off the Austrian
and German prisoners because of the ill feeling between them. The
Austrians had gone in a body to the Commandant, saying that they
would rather be shot than stay in the same enclosure as the Germans.
They had with them nine criminals of various nationalities whose
company they seemed to prefer to that of their allies. Among those
that I paroled on the 7th was Friedrich von Billow, brother of the
late Ambassador at Rome, who was Krupp's selling agent in England,
though formerly in the German Foreign Office: I found this man
the only German gentleman I met during the course of the war, apart
from Prince Max of Baden and his family. He spent a very uncom-
fortable night in the police station before he was paroled, but he
laughed it off, saying he quite understood the conditions of war. He
kept his parole, and even wrote letters to the German press to point
out how well German prisoners were being treated, and to obtain
information about individual British prisoners for relatives.
Eventually the Foreign Office insisted on interning him as a set-off
to certain distinguished English prisoners. Before leaving for Don-
nington Hall he thanked me warmly for his treatment and said that
he hoped we might meet in happier times. He sold his house in
Putney, warehoused his furniture and sent his wife back to Germany,
His brother, a German general, had been killed. During the wkeless
scare, he had been denounced to me on the clearest " evidence " of
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